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 BACKGROUND:  
 
The Agricultural Policy Forum (APF) was established in 2001 in order to facilitate policy decision 
making in South Eastern Europe. Subsequently the Agricultural Policy Forum has been annually held 
in the countries of South Eastern Europe (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, and Serbia), together with three forums held in Leipzig and 
Dresden, Germany. The main theme of all agricultural policy forums was the agricultural and rural 
development of SEE countries in the process of EU integration. The main achievement based on the 
establishment of the APF as a platform for dialogue and regional cooperation was the formation of the 
regional initiative, the Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group (SWG) in SEE.  
 

OBJECTIVES:  
 
The Agricultural Policy Forum 2013 once more will serve as a platform for international dialogue on 
policy settings and perspectives of common interest to agricultural policy makers and stakeholders.  
 
The APF 2013 will address the implementation of future EU agricultural and rural development 
policies and the reflection contributing to the countries of SEE. The Forum will focus on new 
prospects for agriculture and rural development in South Eastern Europe towards sustainable future.  
 
The Forum will promote and stimulate debate and discussion on policy issues among policy makers, 
governmental and non-governmental organizations from the agriculture and rural development, water 
and forestry sectors in SEE, relevant international policy and development institutions, national and 
international experts and academics in order to provide technical background for the policy making 
process and obtain new ideas for policy advice activities.  
As an outcome, the Forum will formulate an Agenda providing guidelines for suitable agricultural and 
rural development policies in SEE. 
 
WORKING GROUPS:  
 
The Forum participants will be divided into three (3) working groups derived from the topics 
presented. The Working Groups will focus on facilitating more collaborative and informed approach to 
communicating the policy challenges in the agriculture and rural development sector.  
 
The results from the Working Groups will contribute to the formulation of the APF Agenda providing 
guidelines for suitable agricultural and rural development policies in SEE. 
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DESCRIPTION OF TOPICS: 
 
Implementation of Area Based Development in the cross-border rural areas of the Western 
Balkans  
 
One of the critical problems of the cross-border areas of the Western Balkan countries is how to reach 
remote rural areas in decline where poverty and lack of sufficient economic activities lead younger 
generations to leave the areas.  
 
The Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group (SWG) supported by the European 
Commission has launched activities to address these common problems by initiating planning for 
implementation of rural economic development actions and provide incentives for sustainable 
economic development in four cross-border areas (“Drina-Tara”, “Drina-Sava”, “Prespa” and “Sharra”) 
in order to try to turn the wave and contribute to the improvement of life in those communities.  
 
The aim of the working group discussions is to present the current results and achievements, to 
discuss the experiences acquired up to now, as well as to elaborate and examine the future 
approaches related to sustainable economic developemnt of cross-border areas implementing the 
Area Based Development Approach (ABDA).  

 
The Balkan Rural Network in South Eastern Europe and way ahead 
 
Declaration on Networking among the SWG, National Rural Development Networks (NRDN) and 
initiatives for National Rural Development Networks of the South Eastern European countries has 
been signed on March 4th, 2011 in Skopje. The Declaration outlines the framework and provides 
directions for future cooperation in the area of rural development between the signatories’ 
organizations. 
 
Considering the importance of the regional cooperation, the signatories of the Declaration on 
networking, expressed their readiness to work together on improvement and strengthening the 
cooperation of the rural development networks in the Balkans and establishment of a platform for 
regular exchange of information, experience and knowledge, as well as joint initiation and 
implementation of multi-lateral project “Balkan Rural Development Network”. In May 2013 the Balkan 
Rural Development Network has been established on behalf of NRDNs from Serbia, Macedonia and 
Montenegro. 

 
The working group during the Forum will discuss and define the operational plan and activities of 
the Balkan Rural Development Network for the year 2014.  
 

Rural development by sustainable water resource and forestry management in South Eastern 
Europe 
 
The Regional Expert Advisory Working Group on water and forest management in the past year has 
been focusing its discussion towards rural development by sustainable management of forests and 
water. Furthermore, issues related to forests and water have been included as main contributors to 
rural welfare  considering the ecological and socio-economic balance of the rural areas, particularly 
the positive impact of social collaboration at local areas which contribute to the rural income by means 
of water and forest management.  
 
The Regional Expert Advisory Working Group has been developing a regional program, project ideas 
and actions to be implemented in relation to sustainable water and forest management and economic 
growth of the rural areas, focusing on the cross-border aspects.   
 
The working group will review the developed program and concepts and discuss the future steps to 
be taken for the regional coordination of joint water resource and forestry management in the region 
of South Eastern Europe. 


