
1 
 

 

 

 

Conclusions  

The 6th Meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture from South Eastern Europe 

held in Prishtina, Kosovo* 

November 16th, 2012 

 

Ministers of Agriculture and Head of Delegations from South Eastern European countries 

gathered in Prishtina, Kosovo* on 16th of November 2012 at the 6th Annual Working Meeting 

organized under the joint auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural 

Development of Kosovo* and the Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group (SWG) 

in South Eastern Europe. 

As an expressed commitment of the participating countries and based on the established 

institute of having an Annual Ministerial Meetings of the Ministers of Agriculture of the South 

Eastern Europe (SEE) Countries, the Ministers and Heads of Delegations had an open 

discussion about the common interests of the countries in the SEE region and to reconcile 

differing issues and views.  

 

CONCLUSIONS OF 6th ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MINISTERS OF AGRICULTURE OF 

SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE  

 

1. We, the Ministers and Heads of Delegations of the Ministries of Agriculture of the 

member and observer countries of the SWG in SEE, have gathered in Prishtina, 

Kosovo* to discuss the future course of reforms for agriculture and rural development 

sector in SEE region and review the progress of the regional cooperation in this field. We 

reconfirm our commitment to the shared vision and mutual regional cooperation ethics 

endorsed on the previous Meetings of the Ministers of Agriculture in SEE.  

 

2. We remain committed to the European Union (EU) integration process for further 

preparing our national political agendas towards becoming members of the EU. In this 

regard, the EU member countries from the SEE region reconfirm their commitment to 

strengthening regional cooperation and stand ready to continue to further support efforts 

for the process of EU approximation of the agriculture and rural development sector to 

the candidate and potential candidate EU member countries.     

 

3. We reiterate the importance of the legislative proposal from the European Commission 

(EC) on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reforms 2014-2020 and the 
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update and/or preparations of Pre-accession assistance (IPARD). We will continue to 

closely follow the changes in the CAP and further assess the impact of this proposal to 

our economies. Therefore, we remain determined to review our national agricultural and 

rural development policies further and develop strategies in compliance with the CAP 

over the 2014-20 planning period.  

 

4. At the Agricultural Policy Forum (APF) 2012 held in Ohrid, Republic of Macedonia the 

Forum reviewed the outstanding accomplishments of the APF process over the past 

decade. The Forum addressed the implementation of future EU common agriculture and 

rural development policy and the reflection towards the countries of SEE, focusing on 

environmentally sustainable agriculture and rural development, climate-related 

challenges and territorial and regional cooperation. 

 

We welcome the recommendations outlined in the Ohrid Agenda 2012. We especially 

underscore the importance of the topics discussed (CAP-Gap analysis, Area Based 

Development Approach and Joint Water and Forest Management): 

 

- Along with the process of EU integration of our countries, we will strive to avoid 

introduction of support measures into our agricultural policy which are not in line with 

World Trade Organization (WTO) and EU policies. In addition, we will phase out 

distorting and non EU-harmonized agricultural policies. Our agricultural policy focus 

in the pre-accession period will be on development, growth and strengthening of 

agriculture and rural areas.   

- We reiterate our commitment to political and financial support to the process of 

cooperation in the cross-border rural areas in order to sustain the efforts made by the 

local stakeholders so far. We welcome the continuation of the dialogue and the 

actions taken by the SWG structures together with the EC (DG Enlargement and DG 

Agriculture) to uphold the development of a comprehensive program in the SEE 

region through an application of Area Based Development approach.   

-  We endorse the process of strengthening of the regional cooperation and 

networking in SEE countries on all levels (political, technical, etc.) for water and 

forest management. We welcome the application of an integrated and cross-sectoral 

approach for water and forest management at national and regional levels. Such 

cross-sectoral approach will contribute to the streamlining of water and forest 

management policies and actions in the SEE region. We endorse the SWG action 

priorities for the development and improvement of regional project schemes on joint 

water resource and forest management in SEE.  

 

5. We highly value the process of incorporating regional cooperation and regional 

ownership, through the enduring work of the SWG. As founding structures, we recognize 

the SWG as our regional initiative and its active role on facilitating policy dialogue and 

practical regional cooperation in the field of agriculture and rural development.  

 

We persist at encouraging these pursuits and are prepared to maintain the support, via 
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emphasizing regional collaboration and interoperability among the SEE countries within 

the existing SWG network.  

 

6. We adopt the report of the Secretary General on the achievements and results of the 

SWG work for the year of 2012. We express our gratitude for the professionalism and 

dedication to the staff of the SWG Secretariat and members of the SWG Assembly for 

their exceptional performance and expect that the result based performance attitude 

remains in the future.  We highly value the applied principles of transparency, flexibility, 

accountability and cost effectiveness of the work of SWG, which resulted in the 

increased credibility of the organization. 

 

7. We express our deep concern over the issues in our region and worldwide regarding 

negative effects of climate change-drought and flooding in SEE. As a result of that, we 

will enhance our discussions i.e. take necessary decisions and implement adequate 

measures in order to overcome the concerns related to increase of price of agricultural 

commodities and consequently increase of consumer price index for food. We also 

agree to jointly undertake measures to encourage increase of trade with agricultural 

products in our region.  

 

8. We recognize the Strategic and Operational Plan 2011-2015 of the SWG which sets out 

our vision for regional cooperation for the foreseen period as an effective and affirmative 

based on the results achieved in the period 2011-2012.   

In line with the detailed provisions of this Strategic and Operational Plan, we have also: 

 decided to further support the strategic outline of the SWG with an comprehensive 

approach as to allow efficient management and development of the regional cooperation 

in the field of agriculture and rural development; 

 reaffirm our statement on providing political, financial and technical support to the 

initiatives and activities taken on behalf of the SWG in order to reassure its sustainability 

in the SEE region; 

 task the Secretary General and SWG Assembly into further building the SWG for 

fulfilling its essential core tasks – facilitating policy dialogue, developing tools for 

agriculture and rural development, supporting networking and regional cooperation - 

which all contribute to the wellbeing of its Member Institutions and the SEE region in 

general; 

 task the Secretary General and the SWG Assembly through the SWG as an 

International Intergovernmental Organization to further impel the processes of EU 

reforms pro regional cooperation in the field of its framework; 

 support the Secretary General and the acting SWG Presidency - the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development of Kosovo* on the continues work with the 

European Union on the further development and application of the Area Based 

Development in the rural cross-border areas of South Eastern Europe. 
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9. We agree to further enhance existing partnerships and develop new ones with interested 

countries and organizations. In accordance with the detailed provisions of these meeting 

conclusions we also: 

 Welcome the observer status of the Ministry of Rural Development of Hungary 

and the Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection of 

Germany; 

 Welcome the willingness of the Provincial Secretariat of Agriculture, Water 

Economy and Forestry, Province of Vojvodina, Republic of Serbia for the renewal 

of their full fledged membership within SWG; 

 Encourage other Governments from South Eastern Europe to join the regional 

initiative of SWG; 

 Invite other Governments from EU member countries to intensify the dialogue 

with our regional initiative – SWG and to commence contacts and develop joint 

cooperation programs relevant for the SEE region and Europe in general.  

 

10. We congratulate the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy of the 

Republic of Macedonia for successfully holding the Presidency of the SWG Assembly 

during the year 2012.  

 

The SWG Presidency and the duties for the year of 2013 have been handed over from 

the current Presidency – the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy of the 

Republic of Macedonia to the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development of 

Kosovo*.  

The 13th Agricultural Policy Forum in South Eastern Europe will be held in Kosovo* in 

autumn 2013.  

 
11. We highly appreciate the support provided by the convening organizations and 

institutions: the European Commission (DG AGRI, DG ELARG, JRC/IPTS), Deutsche 

Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), commissioned by the German 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), and Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 

 

12. We express our appreciation for the kind hospitality provided to us by the Ministry of 

Agiculture, Forestry and Rural Development of Kosovo*i. At this meeting in Prishtina, we 

have once again reviewed and defined the course for regional cooperation for the years 

ahead. In this context, the SWG will remain an essential tool for advocating policy 

dialogue and regional cooperation, with continues support to the agriculture and rural 

development sector of SEE countries during the EU integration process.  

 

We look forward to a further report on the process of the actions set above by the time of 

our next Meeting. We will meet again in 2013 to review the developments made.  

                                                           
i Kosovo* "This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo 
declaration of independence. 
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Present representatives of institutions during the meeting 

 

SWG member institutions 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection - Republic of Albania  

Ministry of Agriculture, Water Management and Forestry - Federation of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food – Republic of Bulgaria  

Ministry of Agriculture - Republic of Croatia  

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy - Republic of Macedonia  

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development - Montenegro 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development – Kosovo* 

 

SWG Observers  

Ministry of Rural Development - Republic of Hungary  

Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection – Federal Republic of Germany  

    

Other Ministries non SWG Members  

 Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs – Republic of Turkey  

 

Other institutions  

Government of Kosovo* 

European Commission, Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural Development   

European Union Office in Kosovo* 

German International Cooperation (GIZ) 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO UN) 

United States Agency for International Development  (USAID)         

Embassy of Republic of Albania in Kosovo* 

Embassy of Republic of Bulgaria in Kosovo* 

Embassy of Republic of Croatia  in Kosovo* 

Embassy of Republic of Hungary in Kosovo* 
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Embassy of Republic of Macedonia in Kosovo* 

Embassy  of Republic of Turkey in Kosovo* 

Embassy of Kosovo* in the Republic of Hungary 


