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The participants of the regional conference held in Dubrovnik, Croatia on 15th of March 2012 

representing the Governments from South-Eastern European (SEE) countries, SEE regional 

experts on water and forestry, international development organizations and initiatives and other 

stakeholders agreed on a Joint Statement during the Conference on “Regional cooperation and 

networking in the forestry and water management sector and sustainable development in the 

river basins of the South-Eastern European countries” jointly organized by the Regional Rural 

Development Standing Working Group (SWG) in SEE and the German International 

Cooperation (GIZ), commissioned by the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (BMZ).  

 

Background  

The Balkan region is characterized by its mountain ranges, prominent diversity of landscapes, 

fauna and flora, significant biodiversity and waters. The Balkan Peninsula is covered with mixed 

forests, holding some of the most substantial woodlands and streams of rivers which feed into 

the mountainous areas and the arable land across the corridor. The forests are known for their 

outstanding natural ecological values, most striking panorama and lush vegetation. While the 

rivers, apart from being recognized as a spot of natural beauty, have far-reaching hydrological 

and water quality.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the past years, this region has suffered extensive environmental and ecological changes. 

The issues had become more complex as differences in socio-economic conditions, geography, 

and laws of the countries in the region emerged. The unfavorable structural adjustments and 

those paradigms of transitional period have also caused the greatest difficulties and show the 

deficient performance in the management of natural resources. As a result, there was a lack of 

interest and care for ensuring ecosystem and biodiversity preservation. 

 

More than half of the river and forest areas in the SEE region are shared by three or more 

bordering countries. They form cross-border areas under regulation of separate national 

policies. Guidance under distinct national policies have caused for lack of management of such 

areas. At the present, the EU candidate and potential candidate countries of the SEE region are 

also faced with additional challenge of harmonizing current and implementing new EU 

regulations, making the policy coordination and cooperation more complex. 

 

The elaborated problems related to forestry and water in SEE create a solid background for 

action in order to improve sustainable water and forest management in the South-Eastern 

European Region through an improved regional cooperation and coordination between sectors, 

policy makers and related stakeholders. 

Against this background the participants of the Conference recognize the need to take an action 

at all levels with regards to sustainable water and forest management in the SEE, addressing 

the key issues for which action is needed and providing recommendations for future steps. 

Future steps to be undertaken by the Regional Rural Development Standing Working 

Group (SWG) in SEE to address the key issues as outlined in the study are: 

Establish and strengthen regional cooperation by establishment of regional expert advisory 

group – regional working group on water and forest management for:  

1. Support the adjustment and implementation of new legislations in the context of EU 

approximation in the SEE countries in accordance with EU regarding water and forest 

related issues.  

2. Development of new activities and networking with existing bilateral and multilateral 

initiatives dealing with water and forestry issues of regional relevance in and for SEE. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Recommendations:  

Governments and other stakeholders are encouraged to implement EU policies and develop 

national and regional programmes that promote regional, multi-disciplinary and multi-

stakeholder approaches that link integrated water and forest management with related socio- 

economic and environmental issues.  

A regional approach in SEE region is a necessity to address the needs of integrated water and 

forest management. Therefore the participants of the Conference endorse the following 

recommendations for the Governments of the SEE countries and donor community:  

 
1. Strengthen the regional cooperation and networking in South-Eastern European 

countries on all levels (political, technical, etc.) for water and forest management; 
 

2. Extend the awareness raising on sustainable development concerning the integrated 
water and forest management;  
 

3. Apply an integrated and cross-sectoral approach for water and forest management at 
national and regional levels. Such cross-sectoral approach would contribute to the 
streamlining of water and forest management policies and actions in the SEE region. 
This approach will lead to better understanding of water and forest interactions 
concerning common issues;  

 
4. Ensure within SWG as a regional platform efficient and impartial collaborative 

partnerships among governments, academic institutions, civil society, the private sector, 
international organizations, and other stakeholders. Such partnership should facilitate 
knowledge sharing and capacity building, sound science-based policy development and 
actions aiming towards tangible improvements in water and forest management; 
 

5. Ensure stakeholder participation in development of a joint action and coordinative efforts 
for effective implementation and enforcement of relevant polices and corresponding 
legislations; 

 
6. Provide sufficient resources to address the above mentioned recommendations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appreciation: 

The participants of the conference highly appreciate the support provided for organizing 

the conference and for conducting the feasibility study on:”Strengthening regional 

cooperation/networking in the forestry and water management sector and sustainable 

development in the river basins of the South-Eastern European Countries” to the 

Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group (SWG) in SEE, the German 

International Cooperation (GIZ), commissioned by the German Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the experts engaged in the feasibility study.  

 

To further stimulate regional cooperation, knowledge transfer, exchange of experience 

and joint actions in the SEE, the participants’ kindly request the SWG and donor 

community to continue their assistance and to follow up on the recommendations for 

integrated water and forest management.   

 


