
  

 
REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 

 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

 

The 4th Meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture from South Eastern Europe 

held in Zagreb, Croatia 

November 23rd, 2010 

 

 

Ministers of Agriculture from South Eastern European countries gathered in Zagreb, Republic of 
Croatia on 23rd of November 2010 at the 4th Annual Working Meeting organized under the auspices of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development of Croatia and the Regional Rural 
Development Standing Working Group (SWG) in South Eastern Europe. 

In the direct aftermath of the established Annual Ministerial Meetings of the Ministers of Agriculture, as 
well as Agricultural Policy Forums of the South Eastern Europe Countries, the Ministers had an open 
discussion about the interests of the countries in the SEE region in order to identify common and to 
reconcile differing interests and views. The discussion with the participating stakeholders was also 
from a beneficial character.  

The Meeting Objectives: 

The priority objective of the Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture from SEE was to discuss and decide 
upon the next steps for strengthening regional co-operation in the field of agriculture and rural 
development. 

During the meeting the Ministers and Head of Delegations had the opportunity to exchange 
experience and views in the process of approximation towards the EU and discuss important issues 
related to the future of CAP and trade in the frame of CEFTA.    

The need to broaden our perspectives for making urgently required progress in reforms in the field of 
agriculture and rural development in our countries was addressed. Achievements and implementation 
of proper EU agriculture and rural development polices, regional cooperation, trade and economic 



development, as well as the role of the donor community have to be all integrated into the agriculture 
and rural development process in the countries of SEE region. 
 

The Chair summarized the discussions and proposed the following conclusions: 

4th ANNUAL MINISTERS’ MEETING CONCLUSIONS 

 

Reforms of the agricultural and rural development policy of the SEE Countries and its 
achievements in accordance with the EU CAP 
 

The Western Balkan countries are moving towards the European Union integration and are applying 
the necessary reforms in the legal system and institutional framework.  

We, the Ministers of Agriculture and the Head of Delegations from the EU member countries and EU 
candidate countries support the EU Agenda of all the Western Balkan countries and recognize the 
current reforms of the EU potential candidate countries and encourage them in the future reform 
processes.  

In order to enhance the process of reforms in the agriculture and food sector, we support the efforts of 
the potential candidate countries to upgrade their status in relation to the European Union i.e to 
become candidate countries. By having the candidate status for all the Western Balkan counties, the 
possibility for utilization of all components of the EU Pre-Accession Funds will be available for 
harmonized and a better accession to the European Union.  

We, the Ministers and Head of Delegations from the Western Balkan countries appreciate the 
recommendation from the EU member countries present at the meeting and support their position 
toward the new CAP reforms. 

We, the Ministers of Agriculture and the Head of Delegations from the EU member countries express 
the readiness to support the EU candidate and potential candidate countries in their EU approximation 
process.  

We stress the need that the cooperation among the Western Balkan countries and the institutions of 
the European Union should be further strengthened. 

We, the Ministers and the Head of Delegations request the European Commission to find an 
appropriate mode to involve the EU candidate and potential candidate countries in the discussions of 
the reform processes in the agriculture and rural development with the EU institutions. We believe that 
the new reformed CAP for 2013-2020 will have a significant impact and repercussions on agriculture, 
food processing and the rural population in the candidate and potential candidate countries. It is also 
of an essential importance to involve the candidate and potential candidate countries in the 
discussions and alteration of the IPARD criteria formulated according to the characteristics and 
structures of the agriculture and rural areas in the Western Balkan Countries.    
 



In accordance with the results of the Agricultural Policy Forum 2010 and the 2010 Dresden Agenda 
the Ministers and the Head of Delegations conformed the following:   

− The exchange of experience, information and knowledge among the agricultural and 
rural development administrations and actors in the SEE region should be 
intensified; 

−  The regional initiatives such as the SWG to be involved in the deliberations on the 
new CAP towards 2020; 

− Assistance in conceptualizing and promoting a future oriented rural development 
approach which is fully compatible with national economic development strategies, 
and not limited to individual sector perspectives to be provided;  

− An analytical body for agricultural and rural development policy analysis in the SEE 
region to be established;  

− The preparation and sound administration of pre-accession and accession processes 
to be facilitated and bases for effective policy design, implementation and evaluation 
to be build. 

Regional Cooperation in the framework of the SWG  

We, the Ministers and the Head of Delegations express readiness to enlarge the regional cooperation 
in the framework of the Regional Rural Development Standing Working Group (SWG) and authorize 
the SWG bodies to make the necessary statutory adjustments and expand the cooperation in other 
sectors under the responsibility of the Ministries of Agriculture, e.g. food safety, phyto-sanitary, plant 
protection, water, forestry etc.    

We, support the proposal for establishment of a regional analytical body for agricultural and rural 
development policy analysis in the framework of the SWG for the purposes of the SWG member 
institutions.  

As far as the area based development approach in the cross-border rural areas in South Eastern 
Europe is concerned, we are satisfied with the steps undertaken up to this point by the European 
Commission. We praise the started cooperation with SWG and other development agencies. We plead 
for continuation of this cooperation and ask the potential donors to explore possibilities for preparation 
of further studies and concepts for development of rural areas and to support the implementation 
process.    

We, the Ministers of Agriculture and the Head of Delegations are ready to continue the cooperation 
amongst the countries in the cross-border rural areas in order to provide these areas with sustainable 
economic development. We are also ready to make further commitments in order to make this process 
possible. Detailed discussions about the application of area based development approach in certain 
regions will follow with the concerned parties.  



We authorize and assign the SWG Head Office/ Secretariat and the SWG Assembly to prepare 
midterm development plan in order to expand its development operations in the region and to make all 
the necessary steps to: 

• Advance the process of facilitation for exchange of information among our institutions and other 
stakeholders; 

•  Participate in the preparation of studies and analysis of regional importance and context; 

•  Mobilize regional resources and be regional service provider in the field of agriculture and rural 
development; 

• Act as a regional implementing agency for development programs and projects; 

• Expand the partnership with other development organizations and other institutions and 
Governments which are ready to support the reform processes in the Western Balkan 
countries in the field of agriculture and rural development.    

In that context, we urge the European Commission to accelerate the discussions with SWG in 
indentifying common topics of interest and to start with preparation for further implementation of 
regional programs relevant for rural areas in SEE by providing access to funds and enable the SWG, 
to coordinate those regional programmes.  

We, the Ministers and the Head of Delegations accepted the reporting on the progress and 
achievements of the SWG in 2009/ 2010 and evaluated it as an affirmative.  

Regional Trade  

Being aware of the existing problems in implementation of the provisions of the Central European Free 
Trade Agreement (CEFTA), particularly in the agriculture and food sector additional discussions and 
agreements among the signatories are recommended in order to overcome the differences and 
limitations in the administrative procedures and further liberalize the trade with agriculture and food 
products.  

We urge the political disparities in regard to certain political issues to be avoided in the discussions 
related to trade and economic cooperation.    

Donor Community  

We would like to express our deep appreciation to all Governments, organizations and partners which 
are supporting the regional cooperation in SEE countries in the agriculture and rural development and 
support the operations and activities of the SWG.  

We call upon the European Commission, international donor community and relevant governmental 
organizations to activate their potential and launch their intensive efforts in assisting the institutions 
from the South Eastern European countries responsible for agriculture and rural development in 
managing the challenges of the EU integration process. 



We urge the international organizations to build partnerships with the SWG, and to consider our 
initiatives and proposals channeled through this regional initiative as a priority. 
 

General subjects 
 
We congratulate Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations 
for successfully holding the Presidency of the SWG Assembly during the year of 2010.  
 
The SWG Presidency and the duties for the year of 2011 have been handed over from the current 
Presidency – the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development of Republic of Croatia.  
 
The proposal that the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy of Republic of Macedonia 
takes over the role of the SWG Presidency for the year of 2012 is accepted. 
 
As proposed on the Agricultural Policy Forum 2010, the Eleventh Agricultural Policy Forum in South 
Eastern Europe will be held in Croatia in autumn 2011. It will be followed by the Annual Ministers’ 
Meeting 2011 which will be held in Republic of Macedonia, when Republic of Macedonia will take over 
the Presidency of SWG. 
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       Date: 23.11.2010  Zagreb, Croatia 


