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WINE-GROWING AND WINE-MAKING SITUATION 
IN SLOVENIA

1) AREAS

In the Register of Grape and Wine Producers (RPGV) there are 17,000 ha of vineyards recorded 
and yield is regularly declared from 13,400 ha, whereas aerial photographs show that on the 
territory of the Republic of Slovenia there are about 22,000 ha of areas under vines. There are 
27,500 grape producers entered in the RPGV and almost all of them are wine producers as well, 
nearly 1,800 producers are registered for bottling,  thereof 16 large producers (over 500,000 
litres annually).
 
Reasons for such a large portion of unregistered production are as follows:
• great  fragmentation  -  see  table  Fragmentation  of  production, which  illustrates  the 

breakdown by size classes (it clearly indicates very high structural fragmentation also in the 
case  of  winegrowers  declaring  their  production  who  are  usually  larger  producers); 
furthermore, liable for entry in the RPGV are producers who utilise more than 0.05 ha of 
vineyards or less, if the yield is marketed; and 

• avoiding required declarations with the aim to avoid administrative procedures – and most 
of all taxation. 

 Table:  Fragmentation of production (size classes in relation to area under vines utilised by a 
producer; source: RPGV, situation on 19/11/2008) 
Size class Area under vines (ha) Number of producers
< 0.1 ha 500 6,193
0.1 – 0.5 ha 3,453 15,488
0.5 – 1 ha 1,974 2,838
1 – 2 ha 2,304 1,657
2 – 5 ha 2,966 961
> 5 ha 5,756 389

In areas with most fragmented size structure (Haloze, Prekmurje, Šmarje-Virštajn, Dolenjska, 
Bela  krajina),  over  90% of  producers  utilise  less  than  1  ha  of  vineyards;  the majority  of 
producers in the winegrowing districts Prekmurje (94%), Bela krajina (93%) and Dolenjska 
(93%) utilises less than 0.5 ha.

Decisive  shift  towards  improving  the  size  structure  of  vineyards  has  occurred  in  the 
winegrowing district Goriška Brda, where 64% of producers utilise more than 1 ha of vineyards 
and 12% utilise more than 5 ha. In this winegrowing district the area of vineyards captured by 
aerial photographs is practically the same as the area entered in the RPGV, while in the most 
fragmented regions this ratio is sometimes below 50%. 

2) YIELD

The volume of annual yield depends mainly on weather conditions in a given year. Quality 
wines psr (70%) present the greater part  of the yield. We estimate that  in the Republic of 



Slovenia between 80 and 90 million litres of wine are produced annually, thereof approximately 
40% for self-consumption, accordingly, this portion of production is not registered.

Table:  Quantities produced by years and declared in the Register of Grape and Wine 
Producers (in 1000 litres; source: RPGV)
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
64,495 53,970 51,976 61,849 53,255 49,758 64,088 52,071

Table:  Stocks by years (in 1000 litres; source RPGV; stock situation on 31 July)
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
31,100 34,900 31,500 34,400 39,200 35,400 32,359 37,794

In the winegrowing area of Slovenia 48 vine varieties are grown, the main varieties are 
represented as follows (in %):

Winegrowing region Primorska Winegrowing regions Posavje and 
Podravje 

Variety % Variety %
Refošk (Refosco) 18 Laški rizling 

(Welschriesling)
24

Merlot 15 Žametovka 10
Rebula (Ribolla) 12 Šipon (Furmint) 8
Malvazija (Malvasia) 10 Renski rizling (Rhine 

Riesling)
7

 
3) CONSUMPTION

According  to  SORS data  (Statistical  Office  of  RS)  from measurements  in  households  the 
consumption of wine amounts to only 7.5 litres annually, whereby data was gathered according 
to a methodology which does not cover the entire consumption. Taking into account the same 
data source the consumption is decreasing, since in five years it has fallen from 12 litres per 
year to 7 litres per year – the measured drop in  consumption has been assessed as proper 
information on sales drop. 
Consumption estimation can be done on the basis of yield, import, export and stocks; since the 
volume of  the yield  also affects  the share of  public  marketing,  one can  speak only of  an 
estimation – which results in approximately 24 litres of registered wine per capita annually; 
hence, we can estimate with high probability that the total consumption per capita (registered 
and unregistered sales) amounts to 40 litres per year.

4) WINE PRICE

According to the market information system which monitors producer prices the average wine 
prices on the domestic market are as follows (SIT/litre; for 2007: €/hl):

Wine 
quality

Table wine
 

 Deželno vino PGO 
(table wine with GI)

 

              Kakovostn
o vino ZGP 

(Quality wine psr)
 

                   Vrhunsk
o vino ZGP (Top-
quality wine psr)

 

Colour
White Red White Red White Red White Red

2004 143.33 157.82  179.85 289.79 290.12 444.19 809.48 967.74
2005 150.89 167.11  180.26 245.55 265.27 446.25 782.78 947.69

    2006 154.11 209.40 339.76 1001.10

2007
68.02 €/hl

98.36 €/hl 145.63 €/hl 433.56 €/hl
2008 72,06 €/hl 101,94 €/hl 158,73 €/hl 440,73 €/hl



Source: MIS

The table shows producer prices of wine (on average, producer share in the retail price amounts 
to below 50%!).

5) IMPORT/EXPORT

In the recent years, import and export have been balanced. We import mainly table wine, which 
is scarce in relation to the production and consumption structure. 
In 2008,  wine  export  reached 5.1 million litres.  The main markets for Slovenian wine are: 
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, USA and in the last years Czech Republic. 
In 2008, wine import reached 6.7 million litres, before that it had ranged around 5 million litres. 
The main countries exporting to our market are: Italy, Austria, Macedonia, Hungary and Chile.


