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Only a hundred and fifty years ago, most of the population
was involved in agriculture in the narrower or broader sense 
of the word. Even though the share of the active population 
employed in agriculture is decreasing rapidly, the sector itself 
is strengthening. Farms are being restructured and the land 
remains cultivated. Agriculture in its broadest meaning, along 
with forestry, have taken on roles like rural development, 
conservation of the cultural landscape and heritage, concern 
for the environment, the generation of renewable energy and 
industrial raw materials. In this way, all of society remains 
connected with this interesting and increasingly complex 
branch of the economy. 

Slovenia stands out in the European area due to its natural and historical assets. Slovenian 
agriculture is just as specific, preserving settlements even in the most remote areas.
Farming is not easy in a country where more than three-quarters of its surface belong to 
areas classified as less favoured (LFA) with factors that limit farming – either because of
the altitude and sloping terrain or karst features or any other limiting factors – and where 
more than half the territory is covered by forests. In spite of this, in the framework of joining 
the European Union Slovenia can boast about a success story in the fields of agriculture
and rural development. We have managed to bring our farmers into the European Union 
practically without any distress worth mentioning by means of timely adapting our own 
agricultural policy to the European measures, supported by Slovenian budget funds and 
the successful implementation of the latest reforms of the common agricultural policy. 

There is also another side to the roughness and diversity of the Slovenian landscape and its 
climate, as reflected in products of Slovene farmers and Slovene food-processing industry.
Together, they create almost a unique diverse offer of products in such a small area. This
includes olive oil from the sunny Slovenian Istria and pumpkin oil from the Slovenian 
gorice hills and the Pannonian plain. Karst prosciutto is made with the help of the bora, a 
cold and intense wind, while the Prekmurje ham is cured in the gently undulating Goričko. 
The golden Rebula wine matures in the wine cellars of Brda, dark ruby Teran matures in 
Kras, while the home of the transparent red Cviček is in the midst of the Dolenjska hills. 
The skilled hands of cheesemakers can process milk from mountain pastures into quality 
cheeses, while dairies offer a wide selection of traditional and modern dairy products.

By implementing the Government’s agricultural policy and the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP), the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food is directing the development of the 
Slovenian agriculture and food-processing industry in order to boost the competitiveness 
of the sector, considering the diversity and distinctive features of the rural area and the 
multipurpose role of agriculture. Based on the experience acquired in the process of 
adapting to the CAP measures during and after the accession period, we have established 
regulations from the latest CAP reform and thus set up a reliable financial and legislative
framework for the 2007-2013 period for our farmers.  

Iztok Jarc, 
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Food
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Since 1991 Slovenia has been an independent democratic state with a parliamentary 
system. On 1 May 2004 Slovenia became a full member of the European Union while 
on 1 January 2007 it introduced the euro as its currency and thus entered the European 
Monetary Union.

Slovenia is located at the point where continental Europe meets the Mediterranean and 
it borders with Italy, Austria, Hungary and Croatia. In the southeast, its 46.6 km long coast 
enables access to the Adriatic Sea. Slovenia is one of the smallest European countries. 
2,000,114 people live in a land area of 20,273 km2, representing an average population 
density of 98.7 inhabitants per km2. Its capital is Ljubljana, located at a latitude of 46º03’ 
and longitude of 14º30’ and an altitude of 298 metres. In 2004, 266,845 people lived in 
Ljubljana.
Its position between the Alps, the Dinaric Mountains, the Adriatic Sea and the Pannonian 
plain is the reason for the country’s diverse climate: the continental climate in central 
Slovenia, the Alpine climate in the northwest, and the sub-Mediterranean climate in the 
coastal area and its hinterlands. Precipitation is also unevenly distributed – from 800 
mm in the east to 3000 mm in the northwest. The highest peak is Triglav (2,864 m a.s.l.), 
the largest national park – Triglav National Park with its surface area of 83,807 hectares 
– is situated in the same area. The intermittent Lake of Cerknica is a site of particular 
interest. It is also the largest Slovenian lake, but not always because in summer the lake 
‘disappears’ and the local farmers then use its 26 km2 area to produce feed for horses and 
bedding.

In 2004, the country’s gross domestic product per inhabitant was € 13,103, which 
represented growth of 4.6 % compared to the previous year. In 2005, the average annual 
inflation rate was 2.3 % while the unemployment level was 5.8 %. In 2004, the import-
export balance was negative and totalled - € 168 million. These figures clearly indicate
that Slovenia is one of the most successful countries in transition.  

44
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According to data from the 2005 sample census, just above 77,000 agricultural holdings 
in Slovenia are engaged in agriculture, which is at the same level as two years before. 
Intensive structural changes have slowed down the decrease in the number of farms 
which characterised the second half of the 1990s. This period did not record any 
substantial abandonment of agricultural land and so the average size of farms remained 
unchanged and totals 6.3 hectares of utilised agricultural area (UAA). At the same time, 
the number of farms with more than 20 hectares of agricultural land has increased. 
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Slovenia with 648,113 hectares of utilised agricultural area contributes 0.31 % to the 
total surface area of the agricultural land of the EU-25 members (excluding Romania and 
Bulgaria). 

The share of agriculture in the gross domestic product (GDP) is slightly lower than the 
European average and totals just under 2 %. Despite the small share in GDP, agriculture’s 
significance is greater than seems at first sight. The multipurpose roles of agriculture in
the Slovenian rural area are no longer just words on paper; instead, it has become publicly 
recognised and with its specific results it is making progress. Similarly, agriculture’s
importance relative to other primary economic branches is not insignificant and the
same is true of its relationship with the secondary and tertiary sectors. 
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A specific problem faced by Slovenian agriculture is the age structure of farmers on
family farms. The share of those younger than 45 years is only 18.8 %, a slightly higher 
share of farmers is seen in the 45 to 55 years age group (24.3 %), whereas most farmers 
are above 55 years old (56.9 %). Slovenia is fully aware of this problem which is also the 
reason for the slower transfer of knowledge to farms, which is why a number of measures 
have been taken in the last few years to encourage ageing farmers to retire and transfer 
their farms to their descendants, and to encourage the young to decide to take over. It 
is also a fact that on farms larger than 10 hectares the ratio between the age groups is 
more favourable as 60 % of the farmers are younger than 55.  
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Meadows and pastures represent us much as 60 % of agricultural land while more than 
20 % of fields are used for the production of feed (maize, root crops, green feed…). This
indicates the great importance of animal breeding in Slovenia. Primarily, ruminants are 
being bred and, of these, the breeding of sheep and goats is very much on the increase 
although, on average, the number of livestock units (LU) per farm is falling (6.3 LU).

Animal production
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Animal breeding is also the most important agricultural branch in terms of value. The 
total value of agricultural output is € 959 million, in which animal breeding contributes  
€ 511 million. Otherwise, Slovenia’s contribution to the total value of agricultural output 
of the EU-25  countries is 0.31 %, which is exactly the same as its share of its utilised 
agricultural area.  
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In the Slovenia-EU accession negotiations, a milk quota of 560,424 tonnes (467,063 
tonnes of which to be sold to dairies and the rest for direct sale) was first allotted to
Slovenia. Permanent and temporary conversions from the supply quota to a direct sale 
quota and an increase envisaged in 2006 followed. Thus, the available national quota for 
2006/2007 is 576,638 tonnes, 96 % of which goes to supply dairies. In 2005, 641.5 million 
litres of milk were produced. 

Share of Slovenia in the farming production value EU25 in 2004  
(farming production value EU25 = € 308,128 million )
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In the production of meat, 44,100 tonnes of carcass weight of beef meat was produced at 
home, 61,400 tonnes of carcass weight of pig meat and 55,000 tonnes of poultry meat.

In Slovenia up to 440,349 hectares are defined as less favoured areas (LFA). These are hilly
and mountainous areas, areas with karst features or other factors that limit possibilities 
of farming. Only 10 % of Slovenian municipalities have no LFA within their boundaries. 
In these areas, farms are entitled to subsidiaries which totalled € 40.6 million or 35.5 % of 
the budget expenditures of the rural development policy in 2005.
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Slovenia has freshwater as well as sea fisheries and aquacultures. In 2005 sea fishermen
caught 1,022 tonnes of sea water animals, one-quarter more than the year before. At the 
same time, the breeding of sea water animals decreased substantially and reached only 
a good 23 % of the 2004 production level. The total weight of all animals bred in 2005 
was 227 tonnes or 18 % less than in 2004. In 2005, sea water fisheries and aquaculture
employed 159 regular workers. In 2005, freshwater aquacultures bred 1,120 tonnes of 
fish representing a fall from the year before. The number of regular workers employed in
freshwater fisheries is 308.

Agriculture and Fishery
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Forests cover 59.8 % of Slovenia’s surface area and the growing trend of surface areas 
being covered by forests is continuing. Thus, in terms of forest cover, Slovenia is in the 
third place in Europe, after Sweden and Finland. Predominantly beech, fir-beech and
beech-oak forests with a relatively high production capacity are involved. 72 % of the 
forests are privately-owned, with the remaining 28 % being owned by the state and 
municipalities. The privately-owned forest holdings are very fragmented, the average 
surface area per owner is less than 3 hectares. In Slovenia, there are 314,000 forest 
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holders or, together with co-owners, as many as 489,000. Such fragmentation makes 
professional work and optimal wood utilisation difficult. The contribution of forestry to
Slovenia’s gross national product has been around 0.2 % for quite a while now and in 
terms of its economic performance the industry lags behind the average of the country’s 
processing industries. 

0

300

600

900

1200

1500
deciduous trees

192

1210
772

171

42

246 14
85

conifers

fuel 
wood

other 
round 
industrial 
wood/timber

wood for 
cellulose 
and 
panels

lumber

00
0 

m
3

Forest wood assortments/varieties, acquired in Slovenia in 2005 (000m3)

Forestry

14



In 2006 the production capacity of the privately-owned forests was not fully 
utilised, yet the trend indicates a gradual increase. Total felling in all forests reached 
3.7 million cubic metres (with 60 % being conifers), which represents a good  
82 % of the possible felling levels set out in the forest management plans.  

Forestry
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The growing stock of Slovenian forests is 262 cubic metres per hectare, whereby the 
share of the conifer growing stock is 47.1 % while that of deciduous stock is 52.9 %. 
Annual growth totals 6.52 cubic metres per hectare. Slovenian forests are threatened 
most by the weather (wind, sleet, snow) and, in the last few years, particularly by pests 
(bark beetles). 

Even in the future, forests will play an important role in Slovenia in the acquiring of so-
called green energy because the potential of forest biomass is large and not fully utilised. 
The future of the forests, as seen by forestry experts and forest holders, lies in their 
integration within forest proprietors associations, joint wood sales and certification. In
Slovenia, two forest certification schemes are being prepared.

Forestry
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Food and drinks produced in Slovenia have always been a synonym for quality. In the 
last few years, food-processing companies have been facing serious problems, initially 
as a consequence of the loss of markets in the area of former Yugoslavia and, later, as 
the impact of Slovenia’s accession to the European Union. In 2005, the production of 
food and drinks contributed 1.7 % to the gross national product, which was a decrease 
because this was the first time the share had fallen below 2 %.

In 2005, the Slovenian food-processing industry employed 18,315 workers in 426 
companies, meaning a share of 2.2 % of the total labour force in the Republic of Slovenia. 
We have been witnessing a trend of a fast decline in the number of people employed in 
the food-processing industry which, since 2000, has started to slow down.  However, the 
growth in the number of food-processing companies we have been witnessing in the 
last few years has also started to slow down.

In spite of all these problems, positive trends in the Slovenian food-processing industry 
are indicated by the export growth of mostly milk and meat products, as well as feedstuff,
oil and milling products.

Share of individual branches of food production industry in total income, and employment
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In the middle of last century agriculture was under the pressure of intensive production, 
mostly as a consequence of the post-war shortage and famine in Europe. The technologies 
that were developed were not always environmentally-friendly. Already in the 1980s, 
however, experts started to point out the consequences of intensive agriculture which 
in Europe, in spite of everything, had never reached the dimensions typical for other 
continents. In the major part of Slovenia farmers never introduced intensive technologies 
mostly due to the natural conditions. Therefore, Slovenian agriculture policy became 
oriented to supporting environmentally-friendly agriculture even before the country 
joined the EU. The trend towards extensive production that started at the end of the 
previous century has had an impact on the most of Slovenia’s agriculture. The exceptions 
were low-land farms which in the same period oriented towards intensive production or 
breeding. 

In 2001, within the framework of its agricultural policy Slovenia introduced subsidies or 
environmental payments for environmentally-friendly agriculture. These are agricultural 
environmental payments (AEP, originally KOP) which currently include 21 measures 
classified in three groups:
1. reduction of the negative impacts of agriculture on the environment; 
2. conservation of natural assets, biodiversity, soil fertility and the traditional cultural 

landscape; 
3. safeguarding of protected areas.
This scheme also has an important impact on education and promotion. The first
Slovenian Agricultural Environmental Programme (SAEP, orig. SKOP), a forerunner to the 
current agricultural environmental payments, was developed following the model of 
similar programmes already implemented in European Union member countries, which 
enabled a gradual transition to comparable EU subsidies. From 2007 on, a new scheme 
within the framework of the 2nd axis of the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013 is 
being implemented. 

Concern for the Environment

18



In Slovenia, controlled farming systems such as integrated as well as organic farming 
are on the increase. They both still hold great development potential, while intensive 
education programmes are to facilitate decisions for more efficient farming. The products
issued from such farming systems have the opportunity to acquire special quality labels, 
while their production is subject to consistent and precise control that in Slovenia is 
exercised by five independent institutions. In 2006, 1,379 farms acquired an organic
farming certificate and 460 farms acquired a positive control report in Slovenia. 5,530
farms acquired an integrated farming certificate.  

Natura 2000

Just before Slovenia joined the European Union, the Government of the RS designated 
Natura 2000 areas in Slovenia with the Decree on Special Protection Areas. 286 areas were 
designated mostly on the basis of the Habitats Directive, while only 26 were designated 
on the basis of the Birds Directive. Currently, 36 % of Slovenia surface is included in the 
Natura 2000 project, ranking our country at the very top of the EU-25. Most of these areas 
are overgrown by forests, whereas there are also some rocky areas and an important 
share is covered by agricultural areas. In the protected areas such as the Triglav National 
Park, as well as the regional and landscape parks or reserves, 25 % of the total area is 
encompassed by Natura 2000.

The Natura 2000 areas in Slovenia
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In the area of food safety in the Republic of Slovenia, the so-called »Food Law« ((ES) 
Regulation No. 178/2002 of the European Parliament and Council), defining the general
principles and demands of the food production legislation, the founding of the European 
Agency for Food Safety and the procedures connected with food safety has been in 
force since the country joined the EU on 1 May 2004. In developing its food production 
legislation, the EU determined a high level of health protection which is used without 
discrimination and independent of whether food is to be marketed in the internal or 
international market.  

In the EU, food safety and the protection of consumer interests have become an increasing 
concern of the public, along with non-governmental organisations, professional 
organisations, international trading partners and trade organisations. The competent 
organs are aware that it is necessary to assure the confidence of consumers and trading
partners via the public and transparent development of the food production industry 
and by public authorities informing the public in an appropriate manner when there is 
reasonable suspicion a certain food product presents a health hazard.

In both the European Union and third countries the safety and confidence of consumers
are of paramount importance. The European Union is a powerful world economic entity 
in the sector of food and feed. It has acceded to international trade agreements, it 
contributes to the development of international standards presenting the foundation of 
food legislation and supports the principles of free trade with safe feed and safe, quality 
food, without discrimination, following good and ethical behaviour in trading habits.

In the EU, different non-governmental organisations (associations or societies for
consumer protection, branch non-governmental organisations in the field of individual
food industries or a corresponding industry producing products to be used in the food-
processing industry) take care of consumer protection. In the framework of the rules in 
force in the EU that apply to the making and changing of legislation, they are active in EU 
working groups by preparing suggestions for new regulations. This means that with their 
suggestions they can take part in the creation and adoption of European regulations 
and thus see to the fact that regulations in the field of food or substances used in food
production which are acceptable to the consumer in the sense of protecting their health 

Food safety and concern for the consumer 
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and their protection against different imitations are adopted. This is to ensure the fairness
of proceedings in the internal European market in the food and foodstuffs trade.

European standards in the field of food and foodstuffs safety are implemented in
Slovenia and assure a high level of consumer health safety. This enhances the confidence
of domestic and foreign consumers in the food produced and processed in Slovenia. In 
order to maintain the high level of food safety, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Food operates systems for the traceability of animals from their birth through to their 
slaughtering that are equivalent to the EU standards.

The marketing of quality agricultural products and foodstuffs in the Republic of
Slovenia is included in the enhancement of the quality system of specific agricultural
products or foodstuffs consistent with the corresponding EU legislation. That is why the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food is working intensely on the certification of
specific agricultural products or foodstuffs. Certification is one of the most important
means for ensuring the high quality of foodstuffs, with a special emphasis on specific
agricultural products and foodstuffs. These are products with a Protected Designation of
Origin label, Protected Geographical Indication label, Traditional Speciality Guaranteed 
label or Higher Quality label. Work on certification takes place in line with the common
European policy on quality adopted in July 2003. Producers’ associations can submit an 
application for certification at the national level for protection or decide on protection
at the European level. The European legislation distinguishes two groups of protection 
at the European level and three labels: in the first group of geographical denomination
it is possible to acquire the Protection Designation of Origin label or the Protected 
Geographical Indication label, while in the second group of certificates of a specific

2121
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character it is possible to acquire the Traditional Speciality Guaranteed label. Procedures 
for acquiring either the national or European protection are precise and very demanding 
and, in return, the acquired label guarantees quality to the consumer and enhances the 
value of the product. 

On 1 March 2007, Slovenia boasted 29 protected Slovenian specific agricultural products
or foodstuffs. Eleven of them carry the Protected Designation of Origin label (eight of
which have already been certified), seven of them carry the Protected Geographical
Indication (four of which have already been certified), five carry the Traditional Speciality
Guaranteed label (two certified), while six products carry the Higher Quality label and
only one of them has not been certified. In 2007, Slovenia joined the 16 European
countries that protected their products at the European level – at the beginning of 2007 
Extra Virgin Olive Oil from the Slovenian Istria was registered at the EU level. 

For the producers, integration into quality schemes is an opportunity to achieve greater 
market competitiveness, higher product specificity and the better interaction of all
members in the chain performing together in the market. Due to the ever increasing 
interest of potential investors concerning the possibility of protecting new products in 
the Republic of Slovenia, the country is interested in supporting measures upholding the 
quality schemes for specific agricultural products or foodstuffs that will also be supported
in the future. In addition, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food emphasises 
the providing of information and raising of awareness of consumers by preparing new 
foldouts and publications each year.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food is paying great attention to foodstuffs
safety and the field of food safety in general. The measures are developed in such a
way as to inspire the confidence of domestic and foreign consumers in the products
produced and processed in Slovenia.  

Food safety and concern for the consumer 
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Application, submitted 
to the EU Committee in 

Brussels for consideration 
Product is certified

DESIGNATION OF ORIGIN

1. Nanoški sir (Nanoški cheese) Yes Yes

2. Tolminc (Tolmin cheese) Yes No

3. Bovški sir (Bovški cheese) Yes In the certification procedure

4. Mohant cheese Yes No

5. Prekmurska šunka (Prekmurje ham) Yes Yes

6. Extra virgin olive oil from the Slovenian Istria Yes – registered on the EU level Yes

7. Kočevski gozdni med (Kočevje forest honey) Yes Yes

8. Kraški med (Karst honey) Yes Yes

9. Piranska sol (Piran salt) No Yes

10. Dolenjski sadjevec (Dolenjska fruit brandy) Yes Yes

11. Kostelska rakija (Kostel brandy) No Yes

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION

1. Kraški pršut (Karst prosciutto) Yes Yes

2. Šebreljski želodec (Šebreljski salami) Yes Yes

3. Zgornjesavinjski želodec (Zgornjesavinjski salami) Yes No
4. Štajersko Prekmursko bučno olje (Pumpkin 
oil from Štajerska and Prekmurje)

Yes Yes

5. Prleška tünka (Prlekija lard-conserved meat) Yes Yes

6. Vipavski pršut (Vipavski prosciutto) Yes No

7. Eggs from the foothills of the Kamniške Alps Yes No

TRADITIONAL SPECIALITY GUARENTEED

1. Prekmurska gibanica Yes Yes

2. Idrijski žlikrofi Yes Yes

3. Belokranjska povitica (potica) Yes No

4. Prosta povitica Yes No

5. Belokranjska pogača Yes No

HIGHER QUALITY 

1. »Zlato zrno« trade mark veal No Yes
2. »Zlati panj honey«, 18% moisture at the 
most, HMF 15 mg/kg of honey at the most)

No Yes

3. Pig breeding for PIGI trade mark pork No Yes

4. Free range chichken breeding of Perutnia 
Ptuj

No
Yes, but this year the certificate was not

renewed, because free range chicken 
breeding was prohibited and breeding 

redeployed into enclosures due to bird flu.
5. Chicken breeding for Domači Gorički 
piščanec trade mark poultry  

No Yes

6. Spelt wheat grains and spelt wheat flour Izida No No

TABLE OF THE PROTECTED SLOVENIAN SPECIFIC AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS:
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Even though the basic objective of agriculture in Slovenia, like elsewhere in Europe, 
is the production of food, it also performs a number of other tasks. One of these is 
tourism on farm that offers a first-class environment for rest and recreation, along with
the processing of agricultural products using traditional methods. In order to obtain a 
higher value, farms with a subsidiary processing occupation often decide to sell their 
products directly and thus expand their offer with a small farm shop and an authentic
place for tasting. In 2005, 2,148 family farms or 3 % of all farms (only 1.7 % in 2003) 
were engaged in a subsidiary occupation. This growing trend is continuing, especially 
after certain changes to the legislation that eased the requirements to register specific
subsidiary occupations. 

The offer of the Slovenian countryside
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With regard to their high number four activities stand out: services with farming 
mechanisation are in the first place, then follow tourist activities on farms, wood-
processing is in the third place and fruit and vegetable processing is in the fourth. In the 
future, we anticipate an increase in the number of farms with milk- and meat-processing 
activities because these subsidiary occupations are believed to be among the most 
demanding activities and it consequently takes them a little longer to develop. In the 
last few years, with the help of European funds Slovenia has considerably supported 
these subsidiary occupations.

Share of agriculture with subsidiary occupation according to different activities in 2005
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By joining the European Union Slovenia adopted its legal order and common policies, 
including the common agricultural policy which clearly plays the most important role and 
whose beginnings extend to the 1950s. However, Slovenia commenced its preparations 
already in 1999 when it started to simulate the European agricultural subsidiary system 
with its own national agricultural policy. This means that it suspended the administrative 
pricing of agricultural products and introduced the market organisations known in the 
EU. Even before joining the EU, in addition to adopting the European agricultural policy 
and standards Slovenia also introduced the most important instrument of financial aid to
farmers – direct payments, intended for compensation for lost revenue due to the reduced 
market-price protection. For Slovenia, this decision played an important role in the accession 
negotiations concerning the way of integrating into the system of direct payments. As the 
only candidate to do so, Slovenia managed to reach an agreement on supplementing direct 
payments from the national budget because of which in 2007 Slovenian farmers are already 
receiving direct payments on the same level as farmers in the »old« EU member countries. 
Had this bonus not been negotiated this could not have taken place sooner than in 2013. 
It is necessary to emphasise that the decision to adopt standard schemes of direct 
payments and the introduction of EU market organisation mechanisms even before joining 
the EU enabled Slovenian agriculture to develop and restructure. In turn, this facilitated the 
transition and mitigated the consequences of the changes that took place after entering 
the common European market with agricultural products. 

How we joined the European Union? 
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Sapard – pre-accession assistance programme  

Slovenian farmers, however, were also able to utilise funds from the SAPARD pre-
accession aid programme. These means were intended to improve the competitiveness 
of the agricultural and food-processing industry in candidate countries with the intention 
to ease, as much as possible, the negative consequences of joining the European 
Union. The SAPARD programme brought together four basic measures and technical 
assistance. Farmers as well as agricultural and food companies were able to qualify for 
four measures:
1. investments in agricultural holdings;
2. investments in the processing and marketing of agricultural and fisheries products;
3. diversification of activities;
4. development and improvement of infrastructure in rural areas.

The total funds available for the SAPARD programme were just under € 38 million, of 
which the European funds totalled 66.6 % and the remaining part was financed from the
national budget. In two years, four calls for applications were published and, by the end 
of 2005, 563 contracts had been entered into with beneficiaries in the value of € 41.7
million, and almost 97 % of the assumed obligations were disbursed. 
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The SAPARD programme has proved to be very successful from the aspect of the 
improved income and employment position of the agricultural and food-processing 
sector, as well as from the aspect of building the capacity of different institutions to
support applicants.  

The first two years in the European Union

The year of Slovenia’s accession to the European Union initiated the Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) for the 2004 to 2006 period. The programme’s aim was to support 
implementation of the development policy and to continue the activities Slovenia had 
been implementing already since the early 1990s with the programmes of integrated 
rural development and renovation of villages (CRPOV). Simultaneously, the RDP 2004 – 
2006 was intended for the integration of different sectors to improve the quality of living

Pre-accession aid and agricultural policy today
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in rural areas in the broadest sense. In 2004, early retirement measures, countervailing 
payments for less favourite areas (LFA), agricultural environmental measures and support 
for the introduction of EU standards on farms were implemented. In 2005, the technical 
assistance measure was added to these. In three years, a total of € 353.1 million was 
disbursed for all these measures. The RDP 2004 – 2006 measures also had an important 
impact on economic development, improvement of the social position and protection of 
the environment or the more substantial orientation towards environmentally-friendly 
agriculture. 

The uniform programme document of the Republic of Slovenia (UPD) 2004 – 2006 was 
also oriented to the restructuring of agriculture, forestry and fisheries, with the help of
seven measures (four from the field of agriculture, one from the field of forestry and two
from the field of fisheries).

Reform of the first and the second pillar of the Common Agricultural Policy

Year 2007 represents a milestone for European farmers because it has introduced the 
Common Agricultural Policy reform whose main objective is an intervention in the 
system of financial aid for European farmers. From now on, payments will only to a minor
degree be coupled to production but recipients will have to fulfil a number of demands
with the intention to assure safety food, the meeting of environmental standards, the 
protection of animal and plant health and care for the wellbeing of animals. These are 
actually changes in the direction of consumers’ expectations. The partial production 
coupling will prevent any major abandonment of production. This is about the abolition 
of the majority of production-coupled payments and the introduction of payment rights 
coupled to the surface area that farmers should acquire in 2007.
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Slovenia has opted for the regional scheme, upgraded by individual supplements 
envisaging part of the production-coupled payments. There are 3 types of payment rights: 
payment per hectare of the entitled surface area, a payment right for the production 
of fruits, vegetables and potatoes, and a payment right for fallow land. The amount of 
the regional payment for fields, gardens, perennial crops on fields, greenhouses, hop-
fields, olive groves and intensive orchards as well as Set-Aside areas areas with granted
rights, totals 332 €/ha. The framework amount of payments for grassland and extensive 
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orchards totals 133 €/ha. Meanwhile, production-coupled payments remain in the form 
of premiums for animals, as an additional payment for a specific breeding method
and an improvement of quality and as a direct payment per surface area of cultivated 
hop-fields. Other types of aid are envisaged (for legumes, energy plants and shellfish)
and individual supplements (for milk, sugar, cattle farming and for farmers working in 
extreme conditions).

AGRICULTURAL POLICY

Market-Price Policy Rural Development Policy
Public services and other general 

services for agriculture

Market stabilization
• foreign trade protection
• export relief
• intervention buying-in
• storage relief
• consumption relief
• other

• advisory service 
• specialist tasks
• veterinary prevention
• research work
• education
• public institutions and other

Balance payments
• difficult production conditions
• environmental payments
• other

Development support
• investments and restructuring of 

agriculture and food processing 
industry

• vertical rural development  
programmes

• other

Direct payments according to 
products

• price relief
• direct payment per surface area, head
• reimbursements 
• other payments

Other direct relieves
• natural disasters state aid
• claims and other

M
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Agricultural Policy Scheme
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With the consistent implementation of the Common Agricultural Policy each member 
country can form its own measures within the framework of the European legislation. 
Already in 2006 the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food started to co-finance
insurance premiums in agriculture. In 2007, insurance premiums for the protection of 
crops and fruit from the threats of hail, fire, lightning, spring frost, storm and flood are
being co-financed. The premiums are co-financed up to 40 %, while the municipalities
can co-finance these premiums up to 50 %. In animal breeding the insurance premiums
are co-financed for the insurance of animals in the case of illness. The aim of this measure
is to expand the extent of insurances and to thereby reduce agricultural production risk 
and improve the social and economic safety of farms. The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Food also finances the protection against hail that relies on aeroplanes.

2007 also marks the beginning of the next period of rural development with an 
envisaged expansive rural development programme (RDP 2007–2013). This is a uniform 
programme uniting environmental as well as investment subsidies. The contents are 
divided into four axes: 
1st axis – improvement of the competitiveness of the agricultural and forestry sectors;
2nd axis – improvement of the environment and rural areas;
3rd axis – improvement of the quality of life in rural areas and the promotion of  
diversification activities;
4th axis – LEADER incentive intended for the construction of local employment capacities 
and diversification.

Each of these axes is composed of a set of specific measures which are to lead to the set
goals. Slovenia will give an important emphasis to the second axis and along with that 
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continue the policy of settlement conservation or farming in areas with unfavourable 
agricultural conditions, and the encouragement of environmentally-friendly agricultural 
practices. A good billion euros with a 77.68 percent average share of EU co-financing 
is intended for the implementation of all such measures. The share of co-financing 
according to the axes ranges between 75 % and 80 %. 

Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Agricultural Markets and Rural 
Development  

The Agency of the RS for Agricultural Markets and Rural Development (ARSAMRD), 
whose main mission is the effective, precise and quick implementation of agricultural 
policy measures, is charged with making all payments to the farmers. Therefore, in the 
period before EU accession the Agency had to adapt its work to the European standards 
and acquire the necessary accreditation. 
Simultaneously, the ARSAMRD is also following market developments and operates the 
milk quotas. 
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Ministry of the RS of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food
Dunajska 56
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 478 90 00 
fax: ++ 386 1 478 90 21 
e-mail: gp.mkgp@gov.si 
www.mkgp.gov.si

Agency of the RS for Agriculture 
Markets and Rural Development 
Dunajska 160 
1000 Ljubljana
tel: ++ 386 1 580 76 17
fax: ++ 386 1 478 92 06
e-mail: aktrp@gov.si
www.arsktrp.gov.si

Veterinary Administration of the RS
Parmova 53
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 300 13 00 
fax: ++ 386 1 300 13 56 
e-mail: vurs@gov.si 
www.vurs.gov.si

Phytosanitary Administration of the  RS
Einspielerjeva 6
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 309 43 79 
fax: ++ 386 1 309 43 35 
e-mail: furs.mkgp@gov.si
www.furs.si

Inspectorate of the RS for Agriculture, 
Forestry, Hunting and Fisheries
Parmova 33
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 434 57 00 
fax: ++ 386 1 434 57 17 
e-mail: irskgh.mkgp@gov.si
www.mkgp.gov.si/index.php?id=2214
 

Farmland and Forest Fund of the RS 
Dunajska 58
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 434 11 00 
fax: ++ 386 1 436 12 28 
e-mail: info.skzgrs@gov.si 
www.s-kzg.si

Chamber of Agriculture and  
Forestry of Slovenia
Celovška 135
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 513 66 00
fax: ++ 386 1 513 66 50
e-mail: kgzs@kgzs.si
www.kgzs.si

Agricultural Institute of Slovenia 
Hacquetova 17
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 280 52 62 
fax: ++ 386 1 280 52 55
e-mail: info@kis.si
www.kis.si

Slovenia Forest Service
Večna pot 2
1000 Ljubljana
tel: ++ 386 1 470 00 50
fax: ++ 386 1 423 53 61
e-mail: zgs.tajnistvo@zgs.gov.si
www.zgs.gov.si

Slovenia Forestry Institute
Večna pot 2
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 200 78 00
fax: ++ 386 1 257 35 89
e-mail: info@gozdis.si
www.gozdis.si
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Institute for Hop-Growing  
and Brewing 
Cesta Žalskega tabora 2
3310 Žalec
tel: ++ 386 3 712 16 00
fax: ++ 386 3 712 16 20
e-mail: ihp.tajnistvo@guest.arnes.si
www.ihps.si

University of Ljubljana 
Biotechnical Faculty
Jamnikarjeva 101
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 423 11 61
fax: ++ 386 1 256 57 82
e-mail: dekanat@bf.uni-lj.si
www.bf.uni-lj.si

University of Ljubljana 
Veterinary Faculty
Gerbičeva 60
1000 Ljubljana
Tel.: ++ 386 1 477 91 00 
fax: ++ 386 1 283 22 43 
e-mail: dekanat@vf.uni-lj.si
www.vf.uni-lj.si

University of Maribor
Faculty of Agriculture
Vrbanska 30
2000 Maribor
tel.: ++ 386 2 250 58 00
fax: ++ 386 2 229 60 71
e-mail: fk@uni-mb.si
www.fk.uni-mb.si

Consortium of Biotechnical Schools
- secondary agricultural, food 
production, horticulture, forestry and 
wood engineering schools
Sevno 13
8000 Sevno
tel.: ++ 386 7 393 47 00
fax: ++ 386 7 393 47 10
e-mail: s-sksgrm.nm@guest.arnes
www.biotehniske-sole.si

Cooperative Association of Slovenia 
Miklošičeva 4
1000 Ljubljana
tel.: ++ 386 1 244 13 60
fax: ++ 386 1 244 13 70
e-mail: info@zzs.si
www.zzs.si
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